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Our Mission is to promote 
community,  celebrate our 

cultural diversity and heritage, 
& preserve, protect and enhance 
the special qualities of historic 
Mānoa Valley.

Mānoa Stream is a vibrant, healthy, 
life-giving body of water that links 

Mānoa’s neighborhoods, ties our 
communities together, shapes the valley, 
honors the past…and daily touches the 

lives of generations of Mānoans.  This 
vision stays with us every day as we cross 

over it, or fondly remember playing, 
fishing and swimming in its cool waters.

This year Mālama o Mānoa will 
honor our kūpuna by gathering their 

memories of Mānoa Stream and sharing 
those stories at its Kūpuna Luncheon, to 
be held on Saturday, October 23 at Saint 
Pius X Church Hall on Lowrey Avenue.

Mānoa Kūpuna—defined as 65 years of 
age or older, and who have resided in Mānoa 
Valley for 50 or more years—are invited to 
be our guests. But all are welcome! Kūpuna, 
families and friends are invited to enjoy 
Hawaiian food, door prizes, and music by 
Waikīkī Beach Band. We’ll even provide a  
ride for kūpuna upon request.

Please complete and return the 
reservation form on Page 7 to let us know 
that you are coming. For more information, 
or to ensure your favorite kūpuna gets an 
invitation, please call Ms. Mayumi Hara at 
341-7100, or email at malamamanoakupuna@
gmail.com. q

A Stream Runs 
Through It...

Mohala i ka wai, 
ka maka o ka pua.  

The flowers thrive 
where there is water. 

Kūpuna Luncheon 2010
Saturday,

October 23, 2010 
11:00 am – 2:00 pm

St. Pius X Church Hall
2812 Lowrey Avenue



President’s Corner
by Eric DeCarlo

With the 
close of 

summer, it is 
wonderful to look 
back on Mālama 
o Mānoa’s recent 
activities, and 

ahead to upcoming events.
In April, the biennial 1,000 Trees 

Giveaway was a huge success, thanks 
to the organization and stewardship 
of Jeremy Lam and his many growers 
and volunteers. Arborists were on 
hand to provide expertise to ensure 
that the distributed trees and other 
plants will thrive.  Everybody got two 
plants to take home and some people 
looped back for more. We’re helping 
to keep our communities green!

Dr. Scott Rowland joined us 
in June as the featured speaker at 
our General Membership Meeting.  
Kama‘āina to Mānoa and faculty 
in the UH Mānoa Department of 
Geology, he delivered an exciting 
and informative presentation on the 
geology and hydrology of Mānoa 
Valley. I learned some neat tidbits 

that I am now going to include into my 
own lectures at UH—thanks, Scott!

Each quarter Mālama o Mānoa 
cleans a section of Mānoa Stream as 
part of the City & County of Honolulu’s 
Adopt-a-Stream Program. The event 
is ably led by George Arizumi, Jim 
Harwood and a crew of other regulars.  
Keeping the stream clean and clear also 
provides opportunities to meet new 
people and socialize with old friends. 
Come join us!  Look for our banner at 
the Woodlawn bridge announcing the 
next stream cleaning on October 2.

The most elaborate event of the fall 
season will be the Kūpuna Luncheon 
on October 23 at St. Pius Church. 
Our Kūpuna Committee, under Chair 
Mayumi Hara, has come up with a 
creative program that will honor the 
elders of Mānoa a little differently 
than we have in years past. Please plan 
on attending and bring your favorite 
kūpuna! More details are available 
elsewhere in this newsletter.

Until we meet again, I wish you a 
fond Aloha. q

Check your Mailboxes -
FALL APPEAL COMING UP

A n organization’s success 
is possible because of the 

support of its community. 
This is especially true for 

Mālama o Mānoa because we don’t 
collect dues. It is your generous 
donations that allow us to organize 
programs and activities for the 
Mānoa community, including 
cleaning Mānoa Stream, honoring 
our Kūpuna, presenting interesting 
speakers, giving away 1,000 trees, 
and much much more. 

We welcome your participation 
in all these activities, and we also 
welcome your donations. Soon you 
will be receiving our fall appeal 
letter. Please give what you can - 
any amount will be appreciated.  
Together we will all have another 
successful year. q



1,000 Trees Giveaway 
a Great Day for 

Plant Lovers

It was a lucky day for the 400 
enthusiastic plant lovers who 

attended Mālama o Mānoa’s fourth 
biennial 1,000 Trees Giveaway 
on April 18.  As always, the event 
was held at Mānoa District Park 
Pavilion, and this year a total 
of 1,200 trees were distributed 
so most people received at least 
two plants, sometimes three.

Along with numerous fruit, 
shade and endemic trees and plants, 
the featured plant this year was 
the peanut butter tree, bunchosia 
armeniaca, which is native to South 
America. Mr. Bill Cameron of 
Waialua donated 200 of these keiki 
plants.  

In addition to acquiring new 
plants, visitors were treated to 
demonstrations from the Honolulu 
Woodturners on how to use the 
wood from fallen trees, and arborist 
Dudley Hulbert 
answered numerous 
questions all 
morning long. 

Volunteers from 
the Sunrise Rotary 
Club helped with 
early morning set-up 
and Boy Scouts from 
Troop #1 showed up 
in force to help carry 
trees for the happy 
recipients. 

Many thanks to 
all these people and 
organizations, and 
also a big MAHALO  
to Jeremy Lam and 
his hard-working 
committee for 
presenting this   
popular event! q

Wonderful Mānoa photo-
graphs and educational 

materials for our keiki: these will 
be the result of projects being 
conducted by Mānoa Public Library 
and UH Mānoa Children’s Center, 
assisted by grants from Mālama 
o Mānoa’s Education Fund.

The Mānoa Public Library is 
choosing four historic photographs 
of Mānoa which will be enlarged, 
framed, and permanently mounted in 
the lobby of the new library.  Next to 
each photograph will be a modern-day 
photo of the same vista. All images 
will be labeled with detailed historical 
information. The project will show 
how much the valley has changed, and 
celebrate its unique heritage. Everyone 
who lives, works, or goes to school 
in the valley now and in the future 
will be able to view these images in a 
public place. 

The UH Mānoa Children’s Center 
is conducting a curriculum study of 
the Mānoa ahupua‘a with their 4- 
and 5-year-old children. This study 
involves learning trips throughout the 
area (from ridge to reef), classroom 
activities, stories, Hawaiian chants, 
and gardening at the school. To record 
this work for others, the teachers will 
produce two documents: a children’s 
book describing Mānoa and a 
curriculum manual for teachers to use 
as a guide. These documents will be 
distributed to other Mānoa educators 
who work with children.

Mālama o Mānoa is pleased to 
support both of these initiatives, 
which will educate both adults and 
children about the value of preserving, 
protecting, and enhancing the special 
qualities of our historic valley. q

Education Grants given for exciting 
projects at Manoa Public Library and 

UH Manoa Children’s Center
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‘Geology & Hydrology 
of Mānoa Valley’ draws 

overflow crowd to 
June Program

The June presentation by volca-
nologist Scott K. Rowland 

drew nearly 120 attendees to Mānoa 
Gardens for a riveting discussion that 
included tectonic plates, volcanoes, 
and how the Hawaiian islands were 
formed, eventually illustrating how 
Mānoa valley took shape.  It was 

particularly interesting to learn why 
the stream runs way over to the east 
of the valley rather than down the 
middle, and why, when heading makai 
on Mānoa Road, we travel uphill from 
the Lowrey five-point intersection.  
So akamai is this Mānoa-bred Dr. 
Rowland! Scott went on to express his 
thanks to the “good audience,” but we 
thank him for sharing his enthusiasm 
and expertise with all of us. 

Although none of the many 
questions from the audience appeared 
to have stumped him, he consulted 
with colleagues and quickly followed 
up on a couple he feels could have 
been explained more thoroughly:

Why did Mānoa stream—and •	
others—seem to have had more 
water back in the day?
SKR:  In a long-term study of 

streamflow in Hawai‘i, Delwyn Oki 
of USGS Office of Water Resources 
reports an overall downward trend on 
all islands since 1913 (actually above 
average in most streams from 1913-
1940s, then below average since), the 
cause of which is almost certainly 

Christel Collins, Branch Manager, 
Mānoa Public Library

Excitement is spreading in the 
community as the new Mānoa 

Public Library rises high above the 
surrounding construction fences.   

Although the contractor (Allied 
Pacific Incorporated) has been 
working industriously on the site 
since October 2009, the public hasn’t 
been able to see much because the 
work has been hidden behind the 
construction fence.  

But in mid-July the first-floor slab 
was poured, and since then the new 
building has risen above the fencing 
and its progress can be seen. Most 
stunning is the steel structure for the 
roof, which shows the height and 
shape of what will be a lovely building 
and a community showpiece.

The new Mānoa Public Library 
will seek LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) Silver 
Certification.  Features will include 
day lighting, solar panels, water 

catchment for irrigation, waterless 
urinals, landscaping with native plants, 
high-efficiency bathroom and lighting 
fixtures, covered bike racks, emphasis 
on locally produced and obtained 
materials, and the use of LEED-
compliant materials.

It is estimated that Mānoa’s 21st- 
century library will open in late 2011. 
In the meantime, don’t forget about 
the busy interim library, located in 
two portable buildings on the campus 
of Noelani Elementary.  See www.
librarieshawaii.org for library hours.

You may also want to check out 
the Friends of Mānoa Library’s new 
website (www.friendsofmanoalibrary.
org). q

New Manoa Public Library 
to be Energy Efficient

The new library will be a two-level facility 
of approximately 13,000 square feet. The 
parking area, at street level, will provide 
double the current parking stalls, two 
drive-up book drops, and a one-way traffic 
flow designed for safety. The second floor 
will have space for a larger library collec-
tion, a separate Children’s Room, a meeting 
room, and a larger work area for staff.  

related to long-term changes in 
rainfall, for which there can be many 
drivers.  See “Trends in Streamflow 
Characteristics at Long-Term Gaging 
Stations, Hawaii”, USGS Scientific 
Investigations Report 2004-5080, 
available on-line at: http://pubs.usgs.
gov/sir/2004/5080/.

How does the rising sea level •	
impact Hawai‘i’s freshwater lens?

SKR:  A rise in sea level will 
mean that the island will shrink, thus 
causing the lens to shrink because 
its edges are essentially defined by 
the coastline (with some variability 
caused by caprock).  The forecast? 
More people on a smaller island with 
less fresh water to drink – not a rosy 
picture. q
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The Mānoa Chinese Cemetery, also known as Lin Yee 
Chung Association, was founded in 1851, and is the 
oldest and largest Chinese cemetery in Hawai‘i. Every 
April, Chinese families come here to pay respects to their 
departed ancestors during the Ching Ming celebration. 
The mountains, valley and ocean views provide the 
perfect feng shui for this final resting place. (Left to right, 
James Young, AIA, 2nd Vice-President and  designer of 
the new entrance gateway and the grand ancestor tomb; 
Sam Luke, Jr., President; and William Young, 1st Vice-
President.)  Enhancing Mānoa’s multi-cultural history, 
this place matters.

The building that now houses Starbucks was built in 
1930, and originally housed a grocery store, barbershop 
and seamstress shop. Back then it was in the midst of 
taro patches, vegetable and flower gardens, piggeries 
and dairies. Situated on the main thoroughfare today, 
the building is still a gathering place for people to meet 
for lunch, have coffee and talk story.  (Left to right, 
Mānoa residents Jan Tucker, Sachi Ogata, Helen Ito, Mary 
Cooke, Diane Ito.) Bringing community together on a 
daily basis, this place matters!

The Starbucks Building Manoa Chinese Cemetery

These Places Matter

What would Mānoa Valley be without landmarks like the Mānoa Chinese Cemetery and the “Starbucks” 
building (which actually dates from 1930)? These special places, plus many others, contribute to the unique 

history and character of the valley.
Through an initiative called ‘This Place Matters,’ the National Trust for Historic Preservation is encouraging 

communities across the country to pay attention to their special places. The program highlights the important role 
that historic buildings and properties play in preserving our national heritage and environment. 

There are numerous special places in Mānoa, and MoM has decided to start the conversation by focusing on 
the Mānoa Chinese Cemetery and the Starbucks building. Other places that matter will be highlighted in future 
issues of this newsletter. 
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The sage Mary Kawena Puku‘i has revealed to us that in ancient 
times, an invisible line from Pu‘u Luahine to what is now referred to 
as Rocky Hill, behind Punahou School, segregated Mānoa valley.  The 
‘ewa side of the valley was inhabited by the chiefs and their retainers; 
whereas commoners lived on the Diamond Head side of the valley.

One of a few surviving heiau in Mānoa Valley is Kūka‘o‘o (Kū of 
the digging stick), named for an agricultural god, who is sometimes 
petitioned as Kū-ke-olowalu (Kū of wet farming).

As Mānoa valley was settled in the early 20th century, many of the 
residents farmed.  In 1930, Coulter and Serrao reported one-third of 
the valley floor being used for wetland farming, mostly by Chinese. 
But the lo‘i infrastructure remained from older times when the valley 
was inhabited by Hawaiians, growing kalo for the sustenance of the 
community. Kalo (taro) was grown in the flatter areas along both 
sides of Mānoa Stream, which favors the right side of the valley.  

Street names off of East Mānoa Road reflect that kalo-growing 
history:  Lo‘i (taro patch), Kanu (to grow), and most important of 
all:  Kalo‘alu-iki, named for the god of taro patches.  One might 
also argue that rather than Kaha-loa (long place), this street was 
named for Hāloa the first human to have sprung from a taro plant, 
Ka-Hāloa.  Kolowalu refers to an ancient law protecting commoners 
by compelling farmers and fishers to feed the hungry.

Some of the newer streets reflect a more diversified agricultural 
past:  Pāwale is the name of a plant; Pākanu, a planting enclosure or 
garden; and Pāwaina, or vineyard—presumably grapes were grown 
here.

What is the history of your Mānoa place name? q

Mānoa ali‘i, Mānoa kanaka
Mānoa of the chiefs, Mānoa of the commoners

Wahi Pana o Manoa
Storied Places of Manoa

Please fill in form and 
mail in with your payment.

Send to:  
Mālama o Mānoa
ATTENTION: 
Kūpuna Luncheon 2010 
PO Box 61961
Honolulu, HI 96839

*

What:  Kūpuna Luncheon
When:  Saturday, October 23, 2010
Time:  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Where:  Saint Pius X Church Hall,  
 2821 Lowrey Avenue,   
 Honolulu, HI 96822
Cost:  Nā Kūpuna – FREE
 Family & Friends - 
 Adults $15 
 Children 5-12 years old $10,  
 Children under 5 years - free
RSVP:  By October 9, 2010
Contact:    Ms. Mayumi Hara  
 341-7100 or      
    malamamanoakupuna@gmail.com

*
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RESERVATION FORM
Please fill in this form for Nā Kūpuna and other guests 

Kūpuna Guests (no charge)
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Home Ph: ___________________Cell: _____________________
Email: _______________________________________________
Birth Year: __________________ Age: _____________________
Need transportation or handicapped access? _________________

Family & friends @ $15 for adults, $10 for children 5-12 years old

Name: _______________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________
Check one:   Child ______      Adult______     Amount $________
Name: _______________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________
Check one:   Child ______      Adult______     Amount $________
Name: _______________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________
Check one:   Child ______      Adult______     Amount $________

LIST ADDITIONAL FAMILY AND FRIENDS SEPARATELY IF NEEDED

      PAYMENT ENCLOSED $_________________
 

OR RESERVE A TABLE FOR EIGHT (8) PEOPLE ($150.00)
Name of party:   _____________________________________
Phone contact: ______________________________________
Number of Kūpuna _______ Adults  ______  Children ______
                                           

$

$
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
For a full and continually updated calendar of community events of 
interest, visit our website at www.malamaomanoa.org/calendar. The 
public is welcome at all Mālama o Mānoa Board Meetings.

INSIDE:
1 Kūpuna Luncheon
2 President’s Corner
2 Fall Annual Appeal
3 1,000 Trees Again a Success 
3 Educational Grants Awarded
4 Mānoa Library Update
4 Overflow Crowd for June  
 General Meeting
5 These Places Matter:
	 					•	Chinese	Cemetery
	 					•	Starbucks	Building
6 Wahi Pana o Mānoa ~
 Storied Places of Mānoa
7 Kūpuna Luncheon   
 Reservation Form (clip out 
 and send in)
 

Wed, Sept. 1, 7:00-9:30 pm
Mānoa Neighborhood Board Meeting
Noelani School Cafeteria

Wed, Sept. 8, 6:00-7:30 pm
Mālama o Mānoa Board Meeting
Mānoa Gardens Community Room

Sat, Oct. 2, 10 am-Noon
Mānoa Stream Clean-Up 
Meet at Woodlawn Bridge near Longs

Wed, Oct. 6, 7:00-9:30 pm
Mānoa Neighborhood Board Meeting
Noelani School Cafeteria

Wed, Oct. 13, 6:00-7:30 pm
Mālama o Mānoa Board Meeting
Mānoa Gardens Community Room

Sat, Oct, 23, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Kūpuna Luncheon
St. Piux X Church Hall
(see story on page 1)

Wed, Nov,. 3, 7:00-9:30 pm
Mānoa Neighborhood Board Meeting
Noelani School Cafeteria

Thurs, Nov. 18, 7:00-8:30 pm
Mālama o Mānoa 
 Annual Membership Meeting
 and Program: (see sidebar)
Venue TBA
(Board meets at 5:30 pm)

Wed, Dec,. 1, 7:00-9:30 pm
Mānoa Neighborhood Board Meeting
Noelani School Cafeteria

* * * No MoM Board meeting in December * * * 

Manoa Marketplace OHANA DAY•Sept 18 •10am-5pm•Sidewalk Sale/ Entertainment /Keiki games/Prizes!

MĀLAMA O MĀNOA
Annual Membership 
Meeting & Program

Thursday, November 18 • 7:00 pm

Program: 
NĀ MELE MĀNOA

 “Songs of Mānoa Valley” 
 

A special presentation by 
Guest speaker 

Kimo Alama Keaulana
Kumu Hula, Composer, Professor, 

Musical Artist

Location to be announced - 
watch for flyer in the mail

G

G

G


